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EIT (European Institute of Innovation and Technology) and
EIT RawMaterials KIC
KIC (acronym of Knowledge Innovation Community) is:
• A thematic innovation community that develop innovative
products and services, foster new business, encourage growth
and nurture young entrepreneurial talent
• Characterised by a high degree of integration, a long-term
perspective, efficient governance, the co-location model and
the entrepreneurial culture
• Unique partnerships that increase Europe’s capacity for
innovation by bringing together leading companies,
universities and research organisations
• Driven by a pursuit of excellence

Raw Materials sector predictions
• A strong move towards recycling and circularity
• Mining will not disappear
• The need for raw materials will not disappear
• Technology will matter more than ever
• Understanding the value chains is important

What is EIT RawMaterials?
• A company formed by ∼120 European partners
from metal and mineral sectors
• Financially supported by the European Union
(2017 ca EUR 40 M, EUR 400 M over 7 years)
• Aims to improve innovation in the raw materials value chain
through financial support and network activities
• Focus is the whole raw material value chain:
From exploration to mining, and from
processing to recycling, substitution and eco-design
• Pre-commercial funding, TRL (Technical Readiness Level) 5-7

TRL 5:
Technology validated in relevant environment
(industrially relevant environment in the case
of key enabling technologies)
TRL 6:
Technology demonstrated in relevant
environment (industrially relevant
environment in the case of key enabling
technologies)
TRL 7:
System prototype demonstration in
operational environment
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EIT RawMaterials · What is the purpose?
 Bridging the “valley of death”
 Market introduction of production and processes
 Educate entrepreneurs
Market Funding

Academic
research
Exploitation
of R&D

Public Funding
(H2020, national)
Idea

Explore

Mature

Market Funding
(VC, companies, …)
Pilot

Sales

EIT RawMaterials Partners

A pan-European partner network
• Coverage of full value chain
• Worlds largest community in the raw
materials sector
• Over 110 partners
• 22 countries
• Six Co-location Centers across Europe
• Headquarter in Berlin, Germany

EIT RawMaterials
EIT RawMaterials vision is to develop raw materials into a strategic strength for Europe
by boosting competitiveness, growth and the attractiveness of its raw material sector
– via radical innovation, new education approaches and guided entrepreneurship.
EIT RawMaterials strategic objectives are:
1. Securing raw materials supply
2. Designing solutions
3. Closing material loops
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EIT RawMaterials Knowledge and Innovation Themes

Challenges and opportunities in raw materials sector
Challenge

Opportunity

1. Increasing and diverse demand
for (critical) raw materials

1. Substitution of critical and toxic
materials, material efficiency

2. Volatility of prices and
uncertainty of supply

2. Recycling of residues and End-of-Life
products, smart design

3. Decreasing quality of resources and
rising costs of supply

3. Mining in challenging environments,
robotics and automation ‘industry 4.0’
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EIT RawMaterials - Innovation, Education and Entrepreneurship Activities

EIT RawMaterials – success stories

•

•

•

•

Numerous
thematic
and
regional events
organized since
2015
Connecting the
experts
in
specific fields
Bringing
startups and SME’s
into innovation
projects
Introducing new
Partners into the
KIC

•

•

•

Organized 4 Call
for
projects
since 2015
Over
50
innovation
projects
initiated
with
funding up to €
5M
First
projects
ending in 2018
with commercial
applications
pending

•

•

•

MSc and PhD
programs
launched
and
EIT labeled
Raw Materials
Academy
developing
to
offer
professional
learning
for
graduates
/
workers
Wider Society
Learning
programs

•

•

•

Over 50 idea
holders,
startup’s and SME’s
supported since
2016
Connecting
supported new
business with the
KIC network
Cooperating with
ESSO’s / other
stakeholders to
multiply support
services to third
parties

EIT RawMaterials Roadmap 2017-2019
2016 (start-up phase)
RM Academy
Lighthouse
Programmes
Financial
Sustainability

Networking &
Partnership

2017-2019 (growth phase)

• RM Academy scope and
programmes offered conceptualized
• Cross-KIC activity

• Educational excellence provided
through RM Academy

• Lighthouse Programmes defined
• Roadmaps defined

• Lighthouse Programmes initiated
• Fully operational for thematic
programming

• Direct investment into start-ups
• SME growth booster activities,
especially for geographic outreach

• Co-funding for start-ups
• Investment platform

• Strong commitment and community
building with existing partners
• Improved internal and external
communication

• Enlargement of KIC partnership and
networking accelerated through
 increased number of industry partners
 geographical enlargement
 implementation of cross-KIC activities

info@eitrawmaterials.eu

